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An Organometallic Gold(I) Bis-N-
Heterocyclic Carbene Complex with
Multimodal Activity in Ovarian Cancer
Cells

A cationic AuI N-heterocyclic carbene
complex featuring caffeine-based li-
gands has shown potent and selective
anticancer effects in ovarian cancer
cells. This organogold compound is re-
markably stable in physiological condi-
tions. Therefore, the observed therapeu-
tic effects are mainly due to non-cova-
lent interactions of the gold compound
with its pharmacological targets.
Among the latter, DNA secondary struc-
tures—G-quadruplexes—play a pivotal
role in the mechanisms of anticancer
action. More information can be found
in the Full Paper by S. M. Meier-Mench-
es, A. Casini, C. Gerner, et al. (DOI:
10.1002/chem.202003495).
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